
“Career Day is an event I look forward to every year. It provides 

a window into what the design world is really like, and gives me 

a chance to network with practicing professionals. Hearing all 

the professionals speak about their unique stories in design is 

an inspirational experience. There are so many different 

directions you can take in this field. It makes me excited to 

think that one day I’ll be in their shoes, with my own story of 

improving the built environment and the human experience 

through design.”

Sarah Treutel, UW-Madison student

Career Day 2016, themed “Presenting Success”, certainly did just that last Friday March 4th at the School of 

Human Ecology on UW-Madison’s Campus.  Changing up the venue from past years to the renowned LEED 

Gold certified Nancy Nicholas Hall proved to breathe new life into this yearly event, hosted by both IIDA 

and ASID.

Participation hovered near 150 people, including faculty members, design professionals, industry vendors, 

esteemed speakers and dedicated volunteers. After students snagged their swag bag full of industry 

goodies, IIDA and ASID WI Chapter Presidents spoke on the importance of belonging to a professional 

organization.  UW Madison’s Interior Architecture Department Chair, Roberto Rengel, with Faculty 

Member, Lesley Sager, followed with welcoming remarks and expressed their enthusiasm for sharing 

SOHE’s design details and beauty with all in attendance.

For many, keynote speaker Krystle Marks was the highlight of the day; delivering an empowering message 

about loving your appearance so that you can feel confident when interviewing and going after that 

internship or job. A professional makeup artist and personal stylist, Krystle shared the dos and don’ts of 

dressing for your body type, while being professional and on trend. Equipped with stylish outfit examples, 

her passion for fashion was contagious and she clearly connected with all the creative designers in the 

audience. 

Other valuable sessions included how to cultivate your personal brand identity, and how to best present 

yourself through a well-crafted resume. “Ask a Design Director” as well as both the Commercial and 

Residential design panelist breakouts were abuzz with positive feedback. Building tours, the vendor fair, 

networking and free professional headshots rounded out the day. Clearly, Career Day is an event not to 

miss if you’re a design student looking to enhance your skill set, knowledge base and professional 

readiness.


