
Implementing Evidence-Based Design (EBD) as a Design Approach 
Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2015 
Location: West Allis, WI 
Instructor: Caren S. Martin, PhD, CID, FASID, IDEC, IFMA 
 
Course Description: 
An EBD-approach to the design process enables designers to formulate design solutions that are 
grounded in “evidence,” resulting in measurable outcomes for the client. However, how does the 
designer “prove” that the office increases productivity, classrooms support student learning, the senior 
living facility enhances quality of life, or that a graphic identity system improves wayfinding through a 
hospital—all health, safety, and welfare impacts on building occupants This course will enable attendees 
to define and understand EBD principles, identify EBD tools, and begin to engage in EBD. Benefits and 
challenges will be examined in context with the traditional design process. 
 
This intermediate/advanced course will consist of lecture, discussion, and individual/small team 
activities throughout the day. It is beneficial for attendees to bring a laptop or a similar device as the 
course will involve activities that utilize the Internet. 
 
IDCEC Course Approval: 
Course Number: CEU-104380 
Approval: .6 HSW (6 hours, in-person), advanced level 
Primary and Secondary Course Categories: 2. Interior Design; 2. Design Processes 
 
Schedule: 
Registration: 8:00-8:30 am 
Course Start/End: 8:30 am – 4:00 pm 
Breaks: one mid-morning and one mid-afternoon, 15 minutes each 
Lunch: legislation discussion hosted by IDCW, 60 minutes (includes lunch and a break) 
 
Brief Bio Statement: 
Caren S. Martin, PhD, CID, FASID, IDEC, IFMA, is an Associate Professor in the College of Design at the 
University of Minnesota and Principal of Martin & Guerin Design Research, LLC. Previously, she practiced 
workplace, institutional, and healthcare design for nearly 17 years. Martin’s scholarship focuses on 
evidence-based design (EBD) with publications in the International Journal of Architectural Research, the 
Journal of Interior Design, and the Health Environments Research & Design Journal, among others. Co-
creator of InformeDesign®, Martin has co-authored three body of knowledge studies for the profession 
and has co-edited (with Guerin) The State of the Interior Design Profession (Fairchild, 2010). She is a 
Director for the Council for Interior Design Qualification (CIDQ) and served on the MN Board of 
AELSLAGID (2000-2008). 


