
 

  
Presented by Robin Carley 
Carley, Wood Associates, Inc.  

Description:  It is well understood that architects and designers can easily visualize a design 
concept in three dimensions. The advancement of rendering tools to present 
design solutions bring an extraordinary sense of realism for clients.  However, the 
traditional method for documenting design intent to communicate to fabricators and 
contractors has experienced little advancement. As a result, designs can be lost or 
misunderstood somewhere between a crystal-clear vision or photo-like rendering and 
two dimensional black & white construction details. Some designers avoid custom 
solutions altogether for fear that the message will be lost in translation. Alternatively, 
designers could spend countless hours unnecessarily researching, engineering, and 
detailing designs that would be understood by trade experts in a much simpler format.  

In this seminar, we will specifically explore how to best communicate custom 
architectural woodwork designs so the original vision is executed perfectly. As 
woodworking industry leaders, we will provide tips on how to avoid common pitfalls, how 
to best manage your time when documenting custom solutions, and how to apply 
knowledge of material properties, yield, and sequencing to achieve better outcomes.    

1. Recognize and learn to avoid common mistakes made when documenting 
architectural woodwork intent. 

2. Learn how to avoid over-specifying woodwork performance criteria.   
3. Explore suggestions for how to best communicate custom woodwork designs.  
4. Better understand material sequencing to help inform design decisions.  

 Robin Carley, President and Owner of Carley, Wood Associates, Inc., centrally 
located in Madison, WI, is one of a handful of superior quality architectural 
woodwork companies nationwide. Combined with over three decades of 
experience on a broad portfolio of projects, CWAI has a unique talent for creatively 
engineering architectural solutions to challenging designs while providing the highest 
level of materials and craftsmanship. Prior to start-up in 1982, Robin worked for a 
furniture manufacturer and general contractor as a journeyman and foreman. He 
attended UW-Madison for under-graduate study in Fine Arts, with a concentration in 
furniture design, construction and color techniques, with additional studies in 
mechanical engineering. Robin's professional associations include the national 
Architectural Woodwork Institute (AWI), present member and past Chairman of the 
Wood Technics Advisory Board — MATC, and he has served as a Board member on 
the State of Wisconsin Vocational Educational Gubernatorial Advisors Board. 
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TRICKS OF THE TRADE: CUSTOM ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK 


